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Tips for parsing verbs in the Qal binyan: 
 
1. You will see only two root letters: 

a. Qal perfect of hollow verbs: 
 קום Qal perf 3ms קָם
וּקָמ  Qal perf 3cp קום 

b. Qal imperfect and preterite (waw-consecutive imperfect) of I-נ) נ assimilated to following 

root letter) and I-י verbs  
תֵּןיִ   Qal impf 3ms נתן 
קַּחתִּ   Qal impf 2ms/3fs לקח (Remember לקח behaves like I-נ!) 
שֵׁביֵ   Qal impf 3ms ישׂב (Remember sêrē under preformative for I-י!) 
לֶךְוַתֵּ   Qal pret 3fs/2ms הלך (Remember הלך behaves like I-י!) 

NOTE: some I-י roots will show the first root letter in the imperfect and preterite (waw-
consecutive imperfect) 

יראיִ   Qal impf 3ms ראי  
c. Any III-ה roots when the suffix begins with a vowel: 

וּנבָּ    Qal perf 3cp בנה 
יבְנִ תִּ   Qal impf 2fs בנה 
וּבְניִ   Qal impf 3mp בנה 

יםבּנִֹ   Qal ptc mp בנה 
וֹתבּנֹ  Qal ptc fp בנה 
וּבְּנ  Qal impv mp בנה 

וֹתנבְּ   Qal inf cons בנה (note: III-ה infinitive constructs use וֹת- suffix!) 
d. Hollow roots in the Preterite (waw-consecutive imperfect) aspect 

שֶׂםוַיָּ   Qal pret 3ms שׂים (note: qāmeṣ under preformative for hollow verb!) 
םקָ וַתָּ   Qal pret 2ms/3fs קום 

e. III-ה roots in the Preterite aspect 
בֶןוַיִּ   Qal pret 3ms בנה (note: ḥireq under preformative—as common for Qal verbs!) 
עַשׂוַיַּ   Qal pret 3ms עשׂה (note: pātaḥ under preformative for I-guttural!) 

הִיוַיְ   Qal pret 3ms היה (note: unusual shewa under preformative for this root!) 
f. Participles of Hollow verbs 
 קום Qal ptc ms קָם
וֹתקָמ  Qal ptc fp קום 

 
 
 
g. Imperatives of I-נ roots 
 נסע Qal impv ms סַע

נהָסַעְ   Qal impv fp נסע 
h. Imperatives of I-י roots 
 ישׁב Qal impv ms שֵׁב
וּשְׁב  Qal impv mp ישׁב 
 (!י-behaves like I הלך Remember) הלך Qal impv ms לֵךְ
i. Infinitive construct of I-י and some I-נ roots 

תשֶׁבֶ   inf cons ישׁב 
תלֶכֶ   inf cons הלך (behaves like I-י!) 
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תשֵׂא  inf cons נשׂא 
תתֵּ   inf cons  (!but a final letter cannot be doubled ,ת assimilates to נ)   נתן
תקַחַ   inf cons לקח (behaves like I-נ!) 

 
2. Identifying roots by the preformative in Imperfect, Preterite, Jussive, and Cohortative forms: 
 a. Hireq under preformative for most verbs 
קְטלֹיִ    Qal impf 3ms/jussive ms קטל 
 
 b. Pātaḥ under preformative for I-guttural verbs 
עַשֶׂהיַ    Qal impf 3ms עשׂה 

c. Sêrē under preformative for I-י verbs 
שֵׁבתֵּ   Qal impf 2ms/3fs or jussive fs ישׁב 

d. Qāmeṣ under preformative for Hollow verbs 
קוּםיָ   Qal impf 3ms קום 
שֶׂםתָּ וַ   Qal pret 2ms/3fs שׂים 

 

3. Special rules for III-ה verbs (these rules apply at all times in all aspects and in all binyanim!) 
 a. when a vocalic suffix is used the ה will not appear: 
 בנה Qal perf 3cp בָּנוּ 
 b. when a consonantal suffix is used a י (as a vowel marker) will appear: 
תִייבָּנִ    Qal perf 1cs בנה 
 c. III-ה infinitive construct uses וֹת- suffix 
וֹתבְּנ   Qal inf cons בנה 
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